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VonuNnTARY SUBSCRIPTION v. A LOWERED STANDARD. 


Voluntary subscriptions to the R.C.V.S. continue 
to flow in—slowly, it is true, but nevertheless 
steadily. It is noteworthy that they do not yet 
show any sign of falling off—indeed, their general 
tendency so far has been rather to increase than 
diminish—and that a good proportion of them 
have come from prominent men. Four present and 
three past members of Council, three examiners, 
and some other equally well-known men have sub- 
scribed already. Not a few men, also, have spoken 
in support of voluntary subscription. Altogether 
we have abundant evidence of a strong feeling in 
the profession in favour of voluntary subscription ; 
and it must be remembered that all subscriptions, 
so far, have been sent not only unasked, but in the 
face of an attitude of the Council which at least 
suggests discouragement of such action. If men 
will subscribe under these circumstances, there is 
no doubt that very many more would do so if asked 
by the Council. The profession is ready for a 
voluntary subscription ; the only thing still lacking 
is a lead from the Council. 

Early next month the Council will meet, and 
will be confronted by two alternatives ; One is, to 
adopt the proposed “ retrenchments’”’ as bye-laws. 
No one claims that this course would avert a 
deficit at the end of the year; everyone recognizes 
that, while reducing our deficit, it would gravely 
impair the efficiency of the College. The very 
proposers of these “ retrenchments”’ admit their 
drawbacks, and only advance them as temporary 
financial expedients. However temporary they 
might be, they would reduce our examination sys- 
tem below that of the medical profession while 
they lasted. That ought to be avoided until it is 
shown to be the last resource. 

It can be avoided now by adopting the alterna- 
tive—an appeal from the Council for subscriptions. 
No valid objection has yet been offered to this 
course; and a great deal can be said-for it. It 
may very possibly be more productive than any 
retrenchments ; and, from our knowledge in the 
profession, we believe that it would be. It would 
preserve the efficiency of the College; and on that 
ground the Council ought to adopt it. They may 
yet do so, and members may help to that end 
by subscribing freely during the next fortnight. 

It would be better to trust to our own esprit de 
corps than to commit ourselves to two or three 

ears of corporate inefficiency—we believe this to 

the view of the profession, and we hope to see it 
reflected by the Council. 


OUTBREAK OF DIARRH@GA IN COWS. 
By W. R. Davies, .R.c.v.s., Enfield. 


On Tuesday, Jan. 11, I was requested to attend 
some milch cows, several of which were purging. 
The herd consisted of 60 cows in milk, and a bull. 

Six animals were affected, and showed the follow- 
ing symptoms, The appetite was completely in 
abeyance. Temperature either normal or sub- 
normal, respiration normal; pulse for the most part 
accelerated. The extremities of all the affected ani- 
mals were extremely cold. There were copious 
evacuations of fluid faces and considerable strain- 
ing, tail elevated all the time. 

On the following morning 20 other cows were 
found to be affected, and during that day and the 
next the whole herd, with the exception of the bull 
and two cows, were attacked. 

All the patients gave very much less than their 
ordinary amount of milk: some gave none. 

The treatment consisted in the exhibition of 
chlorodyne, oil of peppermint, oil of cajeput, and 
mucilage of tragacanth, together with a complete 
change in the food. All the animals recovered with 
the exception of one fat cow (nearly ready for the 
butcher). 

This cow presented symptoms not shown by any 
of the other patients. She purged violently in the 
morning, but this stopped during the day. The 
other symptoms observed inher case were paddling 
with the hind feet, swaying from side to side, ex- 
citement, staring eyes, slight salivation. She was 
removed to a loose box, and on the way staggered 
and tumbled about, and seemed to have little con- 
trol over her hind part. Soon after getting to the 
box she went down and lay with the head tucked 
into the side. Altogether the symptomatic picture 
was that of milk fever—she died on the following 
night. 

The post-mortem appearances were almost nega- 
tive. Whereas the stomachs were absolutely nor- 
mal there was a certain amount of hyperemia of 
the intestinal mucosa, particularly marked in the 
large intestine and rectum. 

By the end of the week the cows appeared to 
have recovered; the milk, however, was greatly 
reduced in quantity. On Tuesday, 18th January, 
ten cows again were found to be purging and had 
to be treated, and on the following Friday another 
ten were attacked. Two or three doses each of the 


*Reported at the meeting of the Central Veterinary 
Society on Feb. 2. 
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medicine put these right, and there have been no 


produced either by fungi (moulds, blights, rusts) or 
more cases. The cows are to-day doing well, but|by specific bacteria, and have a close analogy in 


the milk is still down a good many gallons per day, | their action to that observed in decayed flesh pois- 
The urgent question was, of course, to find the} oning (ptomaine poisoning). 


cause of the sickness, so as to prevent a recurrence 


Two classes of symptoms may present themselves, 


of the malady. I expressed the opinion that this/ one related to the irritant action of the poison on 
lay in the food, and was some vegetable narcotic|the digestive apparatus—consisting of salivation, 
irritant. (The farmer was inclined to look upon it| colic, vomiting or attempts at vomition, constipa- 


as being of infectious nature). 


tion followed by diarrhea, straining, hematuria. 


The food consisted of oat straw chaff, hay, mid-|The other, due to the effects of the poison on the 
dlings, a proprietary meal, linseed cake, nut cake, | nervous system, evinced by dilatation of the pupils, 
cotton cake, brewers’ grains, kohl-rabi, and man-| trembling, staggering, weakness of the hind parts, 
golds (pulped). The chaff was part of a large lot| paralysis, convulsions, coma. A long list of out- 
that had been in use for six weeks. It appeared to| breaks is given, among which occur the following :— 


be bright and sweet. As to the hay, it consisted of 


Sir J. M‘Fadyean, in 1897, saw 11 horses die after 


a second cut from an upland field and had been | eating old, much decayed potatoes, with symptoms 
first used four days before the outbreak. I exam-| of weakness and paralytic appearances. On post- 
ined it but could find nothing likely to induce the} mortem only slight inflammation of the large intes- 
symptoms; however, a sample was sent to a bot-| tine was observed. 


anist to get an opinion—he found the sample to 


Prietsch observed an enzootic-like outbreak of 


contain no poisonons plants. Fourteen heifers and | gastro-enteritis in cattle after eating rotten pota- 
in-calvers at grass have had four or five trusses from | toes. The animals showed fever, colic, continuous 
this stack every day without ill-effect. The mid-|sometimes bloody diarrhoea, great weakness, de- 
dlings were part of a lot that had been in use for a|cripitude, and death after a few days. 


fortnight. 


bert reported an outbreak of profuse and fatal 


The proprietary meal had only been fed to the| diarrhoea in swine after eating decayed potatoes. 


cows for a few days before they were attacked, but 


Gotteswinter observed cattle die after eating de- 


what negatived to some extent the idea that this |cayed beetroot, with symptoms of brain excitement, 
could be the cause was the fact that a neighbour|forward pushing, tumbling, falling. Some had 
received a consignment of the meal on the same day | cramps, others stood stupidly, with sunken head: 
on which my client had got his stock, and although | Other cases occurred in sheep after-rotten beetroot: 
he used much larger quantities for his cows they | in cattle, from offensively smelling grains: in horses, 
had not been in any way upset by it. The cakes/from spoiled hay: in horses, from bad pea straw: 
were all free from rancidity and were in other|in cattle, after rancid earth-nut cake. 


respects, so far as external appearances went, ex- 
cellent. They were bought in conjunction with a 


Since our meeting, I have learnt that through a 


neighbour who took three-fourths of the lot, and|_ . 
his cows showed no ill-symptoms from ingesting — =? _ 
them. | Tho browers’ grains were sweet, and had vious to the second outbreak. As this was immedi- 


been in use for three weeks. The mangolds were 
only used in small quantity, and they were quite 
sound. 

On examining the kohl-rabi, which formed the 
basis of the root feed, I found that a good many of 
them were decayed, rotten and spongy. The far- 
mer assured me that the bad ones were thrown 
away, but admitted that a certain number (sound 
looking outside but rotten within) might get put 
through the pulper, and added that in any case 
they had been fed along with some malt dust to a 
lot of young stock without harm. 

He told me also that these kohl-rabi had been 
grown on a sewage farm, and wondered if that 
might have an influence, an idea which, for my part, 
I did not entertain, as the cows had been having 
them since November. 

In the face of so many contradictions I certainly 
felt puzzled, but, while advising that a sample of 
the meal should be analysed (and its use prohibited 
meanwhile), I laid the blame on the decayed kohl- 
rabi. In this I based myself on the long list of 
cases quoted by Fréhner in his work on “ Veterinary 
Toxicology.” According to this author, decayed 
roots (turnips, potatoes, beet), fermenting grains, 
rancid cakes, etc., owe their ill-effects to toxins 


ately followed by a return of the symptoms it is 
evident that the meal is at fault—a conclusion con- 
firmed by the analytical report, which states that 
although no poisonous ingredients were found, yet 
the presence of abnormal quantities of fatty acids 
points to changes in the meal due to heating. 


INTER-DIGITAL ABSCESS OF THE DOG. 


No satisfactory reason having as yet been put 
forward by the profession with regard to the 
probable cause of this obstinate, painful and recur- 
ring trouble, which seems to be fairly common all 
over the United Kingdom, 1 thought that my 
experience of this trouble amongst dogs in a 
medium-sized dog practice would perhaps open out 
a new theory as to the probable cause of the 
malady. 

My observations and statement cover a period of 
about four years, and as far as 1 can remember, I 
am placing the patients according to the numbers 
affected. 

Perhaps veterinarians of larger experience and 
practice will compare their returns with mine. 
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Airedales and Irish Terriers are an easy first- 


Then come :— 

Border Terriers and Collies: Sable, fawn, and 

sable and white. 

Bull Dogs: Brindles, sables, fawn, and sable 

and white. 

Greyhounds and Whippets: Brindle, sable, and 

fawn. 

Water Spaniels and Labradors of the liver 

colours and lemon shades. 

Pugs and Pekingese : Fawns and sables. 

Dachshunds : Fawns and reds. 

Scotch Terriers (of mixed coat) rarely. 

From this list I feel certain that colowr may be a 
deciding factor in solving the problem. 

I have rarely had a case in a dog of a colour 
other than those mentioned, and yet of the same 
breed. My experience may be a coincidence, and 
my observations may have nothing in them—but 
at the same time a further “airing” of the problem 
on a new line of attack may go some distance in 
elucidating the mystery. 

CLEMENT ELPHICK, M.R.C.V.S., 


Neweastle-on-Tyne, March 14th. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


CALCULUS OF THE CCUM WITH A RUPTURED 
ANEURISM OF THE INFERIOR Ca&cAL ARTERY. 


Magnien has recorded this case (Rev. Vét. Milit). 
The subject was a mare, known to be predisposed 
to enteric disorders. On this occasion, when the 
mare was thought to be suffering from one of her 
accustomed attacks, dull, intermittent, colicky 
pains set in, and rapidly disappeared. From the 
18th to the 25th of January these colicky attacks 
were repeated, especially if the animal was ridden, 
and each time with increasing violence. On the 
26th, distinct signs of intestinal obstruction ap- 
peared, which improved under an appropriate treat- 
ment, Suddenly, however, the symptoms reap- 
peared ; the collicky attacks became more frequent 
and more severe, and caused complete loss of appe- 


‘tite. The faces, which were evacuated in small 


quantities, were hard, dark-coloured, and covered 


with a muco-membraneous envelope. On the 20th] [oa 


February the mare died in consequence of an 
intestinal hemorrhage. 

Post-mortem examination revealed the following 
lesions. The cecum was abnormally vascular, 
especially about its base, and was dark in colour. 
At the origin of the inferior cecal artery, there was 
aruptured anerism. The interior of the cecum 
contained calculus measuring about 8#in. by 6 in., 
and weighing approximately 5lb. 60z. The central 
nucleus of the calculus was formed by a piece of 
flint the size of a walnut, and the concentric layers 
round this were composed of ammonio-magnesia 
phosphates, calcareous salts, and alimentary resi- 
dues, The colon, throughout its extent, was the 
seat of an old chronic enteritis. 

The author mentions some special symptoms 
which the mare showed during life. Some of | these 


are classical ones, such as the position of sitting 
like a dog. Others are more novel, such as frequent 
wide yawning, attempts to bite when approached 
with a view to mounting, and loud groaning when 
the rider came down upon the saddle. 

The author had projected a laparotomy, which 
the mare’s death from enterrhogia frustrated.— 
(Revista de Veterinaria Militar). 

W. R. C. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[NarionaL V.M.A.—NortTHern Branca.] 


The Annual Meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
agg ange on Friday, February 18th. The President, 
Mr. John, Malcolm, Birmingham, occupied the chair ; 
there were also present: Messrs. J. Martin, Wellington, 
R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme, T. Slipper, 
Sutton Coldfield, F. H. Gibbings, Nottingham, W. H. 
Brooke, Handsworth, J. J. Burchnall, Barrow-on-Soar, 
E. O'Neill, Birmingham, W. Grasby, Daventry, D. 
Forwell, Towcester, H. Yeomans, Smethwick, R. 
Murray, Rugeley, W. E. Ison, Atherstone, A. B. Forsyth, 
Cannock, T. Young, Birmingham, and the Hon. fe 
Mr. H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. 

Apologies for absence were received from Prof. 
Mettam, Messrs. P. C. Woolston, T. J. Whyte, E. Ringer, 
R. L. Phillips, T. J. Brain, R. ae . Martin, jun., 
T. C. Deville, W. S. Carless, L. W. Heelis, F. L. Gooch, 
J. R. Carless, H. R. Reynolds, Taylor, and others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

TREASURER’S REPoRT. 


The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. J. Burchnall, presented 
his accounts for the year. These showed subscriptions 
£45 10s. Od., and bank interest £3 11s. Od., making, 
with the sum of £168 5s. 11d. balance in hand the pre- 
vious year, £217 6s. 11d. on the receipts side. The ex- 
penses were: Affiliation fees to National Association, 
£4 5s. Od.; annual subscription to Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund £5 5s.; expenses of visitors read- 
ing papers, etc. £5 5s. ; Secretary’s accounts, 
£17 13s. 9d.; Treasurer’s expenses (postage, etc. 
£1 3s. 3d.; leaving a balance in hand of £183 14s. 11d. 

Mr. TriGGER moved the adoption of the accounts and 
congratulated the Treasurer upon the Association’s 
sound financial position. 

Mr. O’NEILL seconded, and s ted that part ef the 
balance should be invested in the Government War 


n. 
The Hon. TREASURER said he thought it would make 
very little difference, as under the present arrangement 
the bankers made no charge for commission, and if the 
money was in war loan there would be 3s. 6d. in the £ 
deducted for income tax. 

Other members agreed that no advantage would 
accrue from a change. 

The accounts were then passed. 


ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGIAN VETERINARY RELIEF FunpD. 


The Hon. Sgc., in accordance with notice duly given, 
moved that a sum of ten guineas be given by the Asso- 
ciation to the Veterinary Relief 
Fund. The matter was discu at the previous meet- 
ing, but a subscription could not then be voted without 
due notice. He read again the circular setting out the 
claims of the Fund upon the charity of the profession 
in this country, and said that as this Association had 


such a handsome balance in hand it could be put to no 
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better purpose than by devoting some portion of it to 
this worthy object. 
bse was seconded by Mr. Grasby, and carried unani- 
mously. 
Report or Councit. 

The Council met immediately prior to this meeting ; 
the report contained the following recommendations :— 

That the retiring officers should remain in office dur- 
ing continuance of the war. 

hat at the next meeting of the Association in May, 
instead of a set paper, matters of interest to the pro- 
fession be discussed. 

That the Association continues its cordial support to 
Mr. R. C. Trigger, its representative on the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in the coming 
elections. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. TRIGGER moved that the officers be re-elected, 
and thanked for their services during the past year. He 
said that as things were at present he did not think a 
change was desirable. There was this further advan- 
tage, that the Association had a very capable and 
enthusiastic body of officials. 

Mr. GreBines seconded, and it was agreed to without 
discussion. 

The PRESIDENT, in returning thanks, promised on 
behalf of himself and his fellow officers, that they would 
do their best to ensure the success of the Association. 
It was not an easy thing to maintain interest in things 
of this kind while the war was on, but he relied upon 
the sympathy and support of the whole of the members. 


Councit Exection, R.C.V.S. 


The Hon. Szc. moved that the Association officially 
support Mr. Trigger in his candidature for election to 
the Council of the R.C.V.S. Mr. Trigger retired by 
rotation this year, and had been re-nominated by Mr. 
Malcolm in the name of the Association. Mr. Trigger 
had been the official representative of this Association 
on the Council for the past 26 years, and during that 
period had worked very zealously for the interests of 
the profession in general and of this Association in par- 
ticular. At the last meeting of the Council some very 
stringent alterations in connection with the examina- 
tions were suggested, but he questioned whether the 
proposed retrenchment in regard to the examinations 
would be to their ultimate good. He (the speaker) sug- 
gested that during the war, as the number of students 
was so small, they should get a board of honorary exam- 
iners. There might be some difficulty in regard to the 
medical examiners, but he was quite certain there were 
members of the veterinary profession quite as capable 
as medical men in examining students. When it was 
remembered that the Council is composed of gentlemen 
residing in all parts of the country who give their time 
to the work without payment, and who even had to pa 
their own travelling expenses, it — not to be difficult 
to get a an efficient board of. honorary examiners. 

Phat ed him to mention the question of the Bill. 
There was no chance of the Bill being passed into law 
ae the continuance of the war, and it had been-sug- 
gested that the profession should be asked to subscribe 
a guinea per member per annum to enable the R.C.V.S. 
to meet their obligations without having to dispose of 
any more of their assets. He thought that was a very 
good idea, and if a circular were sent out explaining the 
situation to the profession the response would be found 
to be a very gratifying one. Of course, subscriptions 
might be sent in any case, but to make it official, he 
thought an appeal should be made direct by the College. 
He believed some ae My objected to the guinea sub- 
scription proposal on the ground that it might interfere 
with the success of the Bill, but he thought otherwise. 


In all these subjects Mr. Trigger brought to bear sound 
judgment and long experience. He had the utmost con- 
fidence in recommending him n as the Association’s 
representative on the Council of the College. _ 

r. GIBBINGS, in seconding, said he was afraid that if 
the guinea subscription was adopted it might have the 
effect of killing the Bill. However, he was sure the 
Council were fully alive to the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, and would do what they thought right in the 
matter. 

The PresipenT said he would like to support the 
motion, as he was in a position to testify to the mag- 
nificent work which Mr. Trigger had done for the pro- 
fession during his quarter of a century’s work on the 
Council. He (the President) took it a himself to 
nominate Mr. Trigger again on behalf of the Association 
without waiting for this meeting, feeling sure that it 
would be the wish of the whole of the members that he 
should do so. If Mr. Trigger, with all his experience of 
the work, were to retire at this moment he could not 
help thinking it would be a calamity. [The motion was 
carried by acclamation). 

Mr. TRIGGER, in reply, said it was very encouragin 
to him to know that after 26 year’s work on the Counci 
he still enjoyed the confidence and will of those 
whose particular nominee he was. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances he would have liked to retire and make 
way for younger men, and if he could see the guinea fee 
proposal carried he would gladly do so, but his chief 
reason for wanting to serve another term was that he 
might see the Bill through. He had had something to 
do with its passage thus far. He believed that when 
the war was over there would be no difficulty in getting 
the Bill passed. . 

Concerning the suggestion of Mr. Dawes that they 
might get voluntary examiners in the same way tha; 
they had voluntary members of the Council, there wa 
this to be remembered, that whereas the Council only® 
kept a man away from his practice a couple of days at 
a time, examiners were away from home a week ata 
time. He did not like a drastic change, but he believed 
it was inevitable at the present juncture. The College 
were losing £800 or £900 a year at present, and by 
dropping one examiner in each subject and re-arranging 
the work, the — to effect a saving of £500 straight 
away. That left them with a loss of about £300 a year, 
and he was afraid things would get worse, as there were 
no students coming along just now, and the men in the 
later classes were being hurried away to the war. If 
they could get only £300 a Youd in the proposed volun- 
tary subscriptions it would meet the case, and if not, 
with their annual loss reduced to £300 a year they 
could em 4 off bankruptcy so much longer, and wait 
while the Bill was passed. 


Mrptanp Man’s War Honours. 


The Hon. Sec. mentioned the fact that Mr. Brennan 
DeVine, of Birmingham, a member of this Association, 
had been twice mentioned in despatches and had also 
been awarded the Military Cross. They were all de- 
lighted at such a signal honour being conferred upon 
one of their fellow members, but those who knew Mr. 
DeVine were not a He was a man of 
personality, who was bound to distinguish himself in 
whatever sphere he moved. He proposed that a letter 
of congratulation be forwarded to him in the name of 
the Association. 

Mr. Grassy seconded. 

The PrestpENT said that as one who was able to 
appreciate more than most people Mr. DeVine’s pro- 
fessional ability and personal merit, he should like to 
associate himself very directly with this resolution. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
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INTERESTING CASES. 


Mr. O'NEILL said he had two cases which he would 
like to mention :— 


DISLOCATION OF THE Hip JoINT. 


Subject, a big cart mare, about nine years old, and 
working a heavy double-shafted wagon. 

At the time of the accident she, with the other horse, 
was backed up to a railway wagon, while the driver and 
his mate unloaded sacks of barley into the oe. It 
happened that there was a slight incline, so that one 
side of the wagon was lower than the other, and due to 
this, and chiefly to the fact that the men unloaded the 
sacks from the rear and chiefly upper side of the vehicle, 
the latter became unbalanced through too much weight 
being thrown on the lock or fore-carriage, with the 
io that the vehicle capsized, carrying over the horses 
with it. 

When liberated, the subject of the accident was found 
to be unable to bear weight on the off hind leg. Exam- 
ination showed dropping of the quarter, flatness in the 
region of the hip joint, and, later on, a considerable 
amount of swelling about the thigh and leg. At any 
attempt to bear weight the leg was inclined to go 

Although suspecting dislocation, I could not diagnose 
same with certainty : so put her in slings and applied a 
blister. She got colic and died after about four week 
and post-mortem examination showed where the h 
of the femur had been ground away somewhat, the same 
happening to part of the rim of cotyloid cavity. 


Fracture or Humerus. 


The subject of this accident was a medium-sized cart 
horse, about 16 to 17 years old, sound, and a keen, fast 
worker. 

He was being used as a trace or “pull-up” horse, help- 
ing a heavily loaded pair-horse van up an incline, when 
the driver of the latter stopped his horses suddenly and 
without warning the man in charge of the trace horse, 
with the result that the latter was — clean off his 
legs on to the point of shoulder. He was got up and 
ro a to the sick lines, and put in slings. 

When I saw him about an hour after the occurrence 
he exhibited a good deal of constitutional disturbance, 
nervousness, sweating, etc., inability to bear weight on 
injured leg, dropping of elbow, and flexing knee. 

Examination revealed crepitation in Rene third of 
bone. Post-mortem examination showed the fracture 
(longitudinal) through head. 


Larce SHouLpDER Tumour. 


Mr. YEOMANS produced for examination an ordinary 
shoulder tumour which he had removed from a horse 
three months . The weight of it was 51b. 90z., 
which he thought was something unusual. The mare 
has gone on well since, and the wound was now prac- 
tically healed. The tumour was attached to the jugular 
vein, which made its removal a matter of extreme 
caution. 

Mr. Yeomans also produced a cunious specimen of a 
molar tooth which had no crown, and was thus difficult 
to extract. Ordinary forceps crushed the tooth. He 
got it away after using a local anesthetic, cutting down 
and lite y pushing the tooth out. The horse was well 
and at work again in five or six weeks. 


RuptureD CoLoN AND CALCULI. 


Mr. TriccERr, on behalf of his nephew who was un- 
avoidably absent, described a case of a rupture of the 
large colon in a black gelding of the Belgian type. The 
horse, aged 11, was attended for colic in 1908, when it 
was very ill, but two days later it recovered and had 
worked ever since. In the present case, the owner 


thought the horse was suffering from a stoppage, and 
drenched it with linseed oil. Next day Mr. Trigger 
received an urgent message, as the horse could not pass 
water. 
He found it showing colic symptoms, getting up and 
down at intervals, but not aan when down. The 
ulse was steady, the ears warm and comfortable, the 
wels rather loose, the breathing very little altered, 
but urination difficult and the facial expression haggard. 
Food and water was refused. He left a stimulant. 
From the third to the fourteenth day there was 
purging, but the other symptoms were as before. Un 
the 14th and 15th days violent pains were reported, 
which disappeared after the patient had received another 
colic drink. Mr. Trigger found all the symptoms as 
before, except that now there was no difficulty in urin- 
ating. On the 16th day there was no change, and food 
and water were still refused. On the 17th day the 
patient was drinking gruel, and was brighter, and in- 
clined to grab at you with his teeth—a p ayful habit of 
his in good health. The other symptoms, however, were 
the same as before, and the condition consequently still 
grave. On the 18th day there was little change, the 
patient drinking gruel readily, and during the night he 
passed two large clots of blood, sufficient to fill an e 
cup. On the 19th day the only difference was that the 
feeces were not quite liquid. At night, he got loose and 
was found dead in another stall. The post-mortem re- 
vealed a rupture of the large colon by a calculus of about 
8 lb. weight. 
Mr. O'NEILL said this case brought to his mind the 
case of a five-year-old mare, in which the foreman re- 
ported colic symptoms. She was put in a loose box and 
iven adrink. Next day her temperature was 105, and 
e (Mr. O’Neill) thought it was apeeny or septic pneu- 
monia. In twenty-four hours she was dead, and he was 
never more surprised in his life than he was to find a 
ruptured colon and the cavity full of fluid. 

r. SLIPPER produced a curious specimen of a cal- 
culus which he took from the small colon of a horse. It 
was in pain for 12 days and nothing would shift it. He 
had it killed, and it was surprising how long the animal 
had lived, there having been no action of the bowels at 
all. The calculus was of a very irregular shape and 
quite soft. f 

The Hon. Sec. said he recently had a case of an old 
pony suffering from stoppage. The usual remedies were 
applied, and the pony went on for 16 or 17 days with no 
action of the bowels. The curious part of the case was 
that on the eighth day it developed laminitis, from 
which it recovered in two or three days, but there was 
still no bowel action. The pony died, and he found that 
a calculus was the cause of the trouble. 


RECURRING SorE THROAT. 


Mr. Brooke said he had a case which he wished to 
mention, as much for his own enlightenment as for the 
information of the meeting. The symptoms were not 
uncommon, but the course of the case was unique. Mr. 
Dawes was called in as consultant, and he would be able 
to add a few remarks to hisown. A six-year-old pony 
had what appeared to be an ordinary acute sore throat. 
He had previously noticed that the glands were enlar, 
and h but he took no particular notice of that. On 
June 14th last, it had a very acute sore throat, with a 
profuse discharge from the nose, food returned thro’ 
the nostrils, a slobbering at the mouth, a painful cough, 
head out, temperature 105, and a lot of noise when 
breathing. The trouble yielded to treatment, and the 
pony got to work again. On July 10th the same thing 
occurred and the pony again got better. The same 
thing happened on August 16th, September 15th, Octo- 
ber 9th, and November 3rd. The pony got better each 


time and worked as usual in the intervals. He had a 
look to see if there was anything the matter with the 
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oan pouches, but could find nothing wrong in that 
direction. The only way in which he could account for 
it was a periodic enlargement of the lymphatic glands, 
which were probably left weak from a —o attack 
of strangles. After consultation with Mr. Dawes, he 
gave the pony phylacogen, and the pony improved so 
much that the owner sold it without a guarantee for 23 


gaan. He would like to have the opinion of his 
e 


low titioners on the case. : 

Mr. Dawes said he saw the pony on two occasions. 
The first time he saw it the pulse and temperature 
were _ normal. The pony was in good condition, 
quite lively, and eating well. He suggested to the 
owner that he should put him to work to see if he 
could work it off. He did so, but the trouble re- 
curred. He (Mr. Dawes) thought there might be some 
inflammatory thickening of the mucous membrane of 
the throat, and that was why he suggested phylacogen, 
a serum with which he had generally had good results. 
The result in this case was satisfactory. In the case of 
human beings a change of air was often very beneficial 
in similar cases, and he was told of a large hackne 
breeder who had several young horses troubled wit. 
coughs which did not _— to treatment, and he sent 
them to another part of the country with good results. 
He would not pretend to say what was the matter with 
Mr. Brooke’s pony, because there was so little to be seen 
upon examination. No one seeing the pony casually 
would think there was anything the matter with it. He 
suggested tracheotomy, thinking it might give the throat 
a rest and allow the inflammation to become subdued, 
but the owner would not give his consent. 

Mr. Brooks, in answer to a question, said there was 
occasionally fever, but not always. Could it be any- 
thing but lymphatic trouble? The regular recurrence 


was the most puzzling part about the case, because it |J 


always got better under treatment. 

Mr. Yeomans asked whether it was possible that 
some foreign body was present, which formed pus, 
which was discharged but left the foreign body behind, 
and pus formed again ? 

Mr. TriccER said he once had to treat a cart horse 
that had a big lump in the neck which he could not ex- 
plain. After various remedies without result, he one 
day, almost in desperation, put a seton through the 
lump, and to his surprise drew out a small key, Blog. 
ing to a cash box. The key had wldualiy passed 
through the cesophagus and lodged in the neck. 

Mr. Dawes said there was no swelling of that kind 
in the case to which Mr. Brooke had referred. 

Mr. Grassy agreed that it was a very interestin 
case, and said that as a change of air was recommend 
to people suffering from laryngitis he could not see why 
it should not be recommended for horses with throat 
trouble. 

A FracturepD PELvis. 

Mr. BRookE mentioned another case which, as he had 
incorrectly diagnosed it, might be helpful to others. A 
mare he had known for a long time, doing baker’s de- 
liveries, required his attention a few weeks ago. After 
a day’s work, she fell down in the stable and could 
not get up. She struggled, but was in no particular 
pain. She was an old mare, 16 or 17 years of age. She 
was blown up, and he thought there was bad colic. 
Next day he found her bathed in perspiration pein 
coffee-coloured urine and breathing heavily. She die 
and a post-mortem revealed something he never ex- 

ted to find, namely, a split pelvis. ere was & con- 
siderable amount of hemorrhage, which he did not 
think was present in the early stages, and the peritoneal 
fat was overrun with hemorrhage. 


DistocaTeD CERVICAL VERTEBRAE. 


The Hon. Sec. mentioned a case to which he was 
called a fortnight ago, of a horse that was kept in 


slings. The rope had broken and let the horse down, 
and the groom found it unable to rise. The stableman 
had tried to get it up, but could not do so. When he 
(Mr. Dawes) arrived, he found the horse very much ex- 
hausted, and the slings were on, but they could not 
get it to move. He noticed something irregular about 
the head and neck, and discovered what appeared to be 
a complete dislocation of one of the cervical vertebrae 
about half-way down the neck. Prof. Williams, in his 
book, said that interference in such cases would prob- 
ably cause instant death. However, he put a man to 
hold the horse’s head, and pushed the neck back into 
position. The horse then got on to his legs and was 
quite natural. He tied the head so that it could not 
move, but he had not got far away from the stable when 
he was called back again. The horse had fallen down 
again, and he again pushed the neck back, and it stood 
on its feet once more. Next day the horse seemed all 
right as regards the neck but was unable to feed, snapping 
at its food without being able to pick it up. Next day, 
Mr. Dawes said, his son saw the horse and expre 
the opinion that there was some interference with the 
nerve supply to the muscles. A day or two later the 
horse became exhausted, and he had the animal shot, 
and left word with the knacker’s man to cut off the 
head and neck and let him have it, but unfortunately it 
was lost. He was very disappointed, because he would 
have liked to have shown it to the meeting. 


FRACTURED ULNA. 


The Hon. Sec. mentioned another case that came 
within his experience several years ago. A carriage 
horse belonging toa Birmingham gentleman got kicked, 
and there was a fracture of the ol2cranon process of the 
ulna. He advised slaughter, but the owner’s son ob- 
jected, as the family were fond of the horse. It was got 
into the stable, put into slings, and the limb was put 
into a plaster cast, to support which he bound tapes 
over the withers. The horse was kept in slings a couple 
of months, and the plaster taken off, and the horse 
showed great tenderness. It was again _ in a plaster 
cast, and left for another two months. The plaster was 
taken off again. and the horse left in slings for another 
month. It was then taken out of the slings, gradually 
got stronger, and did a couple of years work in the car- 
riage, until it met with another accident which proved 
fatal. There was no doubt whatever about there bei 
a fracture, and it was a rare thing for a horse to get 
again under such conditions. 

Mr. Youne mentioned a case of a mare (with a foal) 
which fractured her tibia. The leg was put into plaster 
of Paris, but the mare was not put in slings, nor did she 
ever attempt to get down. She got better, the plaster 
of Paris being allowed to remain on for three months, 
and she reared several more foals afterwards. 

Horse 

Mr. Martin exhibited a set of horse hobbles which 
he said he would not be without, and he explained the 
method of using them. He alse described two interest- 
ing cases he had come across in his practice, one being 
a case of inverted cecum, and the other a case of cystic 
calculus in a dog. 

TUBERCULOSIS OF THE UDDER. 
Mr. Matcotm: In Mr. White’s unavoidable absence, 


, | and at his request, I bring the following cases before 


you. The first two cases are recorded to illustrate the 
time a cow with tuberculosis of the ‘udder may con- 
tinue to yield milk apparently unaltered in appear- 
ance but containing tubercle bacilli. These cows were 
purchased at my request by Mr. White for Prof. Leith, 
who has been carrying on a series of experiments with 
tubercle infected milk in duplication of the experi- 
ments recorded sometime ago as havin carried 
out at Liverpool, in which a series of tubercle infected 
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milks were claimed to have been effectually sterilised 
by the transmission of certain electric currents through 
the milk. Prof. Leith’s report of his experiments, which 
I understand are being carried out for the Government, 
is being looked forward to with interest. 

In the meantime the cows giving the milk provide 
Mr. White’s cases to-day. As a rule the period of ap- 
pareptly normal lactation after a cow’s udder shows 
clinical evidence ef tuberculosis does not appear to be 
long, but there is little doubt that infection of the milk 
is often much longer than is realised, especially in some 
eases. As bearing on this point I now submit to your 
notice the observed periods in two cases, A and B. 

Cow A was purchased on May 3lst, 1915, and kept in 
our possession until killed on July 29th, 1915. She was 
known to be giving infected milk for a month before 
purchase, but we cannot say definitely how long before ; 
probably only for a short period, as she was carefully 
examined by Mr. White two months before purchase, 
and then showed no evidence of the disease. Kfter pur- 
chase her milk yield was fairly good at first, but it soon 
began rapidly to diminish and alter in character, and 
lactation had completely ceased when the animal was 
killed. This cow was known to be giving normal loek- 
ing milk from May Ist until nearly the end of June. 

Cow B was purchased on October 6th, 1915 ; she was 
known to be giving infected milk August 27th, and it is 
not improbable that she gave it for a month or so before 
that. This cow when purchased appeared a very useful 
dairy cow, and with the exception of a slight enlarge- 
ment showing some induration of the left hind quarter 
of the udder, there was nothing in her appearance to 
make one suspect her of being affected with tubercu- 
losis of the udder. Indeed she looked such a useful 
cow that Mr. White had actually to give £15 for her. 
Her owner declined to take less, saying that he could 
easily sell her anywhere at that money. Under the ex- 
isting law there was no power to prevent the owner 
from disposing of the cow, seeing that the Tuberculosis 
Order had ceased, and the Milk and Dairies Bill does 
not come into force during the period of the war. The 
cow continued to thrive on the whole fairly well and 
even now looks not much amiss in appearance, and 
while her milk yield from the affected quarters has 
altered in quantity it has not, to the naked eye, altered 
in appearance. I have here four bottles of milk drawn 
from this cow yesterday evening. You will observe that 
while the yield from the left hind quarter is only 6 oz., 
or a fifth of that from the. right hind quarter, and the 

ield from the left fore quarter only about half that 
rom the right fore quarter, there is no appreciable differ- 
ence in their naked-eye-appearance, and any ordina 
milker might be excused for milking from both the left 
quarters into the pail with the other milk. 

The following table shows the actual yield of the re- 
spectivequarters on the last three consecutive Thursdays: 


Right Right Left Left Total. 
Date. hind. fore. hind. fore. oz. pints. 
Feb. 3. a.m. 260z. 2loz. 602. 100z. 63) _ 
p.m. 32 26 6 13 oo) 
1. am. 32 2% 7 12 75\ _ 
p.m. 30 19 4 62 


17. a.m. 31 23 6 13 73 
p.m. 26 20 103 a} = 6.75 
This cow is not in calf. I have thought that it might 
probably interest some of you to see her, and any of 
who care to do so can see her outside in an ambu- 
in the street adjoining this building. She has now 
been giving normal looking infected miik for about six 
mon and looks like continuing to do so for some 
time yet. She is clearly a very dangerous cow, and is a 
| illustration that a cow can continue to give normal 
ng infected milk for a longer period than is usually 


supposed to be pessible. Those of you who examine 
her will observe that the disease is aes marked in the 
left hind quarter of the udder where it evidently com- 
menced, and has since extended to the left fore quarter. 
Manifestly affected with tuberculosis of the lungs, she 
probably has tuberculosis in the abdomen also.” 

[The members subsequently inspected the cow and 
expressed their satisfaction at having the oy 
of seeing such a good case of tuberculosis of the udder, 
and, considering the time that this cow had been giving 
infected milk, thought her in wonderful condition. 

Mr. Malcolm continued “On Mr. White’s behalf, I 
have another case to bring before you of tuberculosis of 
the udder, and I herewith submit interesting speci- 
mens of the left hind quarter of the udder and of supra- 
mammary, mesenteric and retro-pharyngeal glands. 
On January 2lst, when examining a dairy herd, Mr. 
White observed that one cow in good condition shewed 
slight enlargement and induration in the left hind 
quarter of the udder. She presented no other clinical 
evidence of tuberculosis, yet he regarded the condition 
of the udder as very suspicious, and he took a sample 
of her milk which was submitted to bacteriological ex- 
amination, and on February 11th this was returned as 
being infected. The cow was killed atthe Birmingham 
Abattoir on Wednesday, the 16th inst., and after a most 
exhaustive and careful post-mortem examination con- 
ducted by Mr. White and Mr. Hothersall, chief meat 
inspector, the only tubercular lesions found by them in 
this cow are those I have submitted. You will see that 
while there is some induration and enlargement of the 
quarter, there is no evidence of any of what are known 
as tubercles to be seen in the quarter. The disease in 
this, as in so many other cases of tuberculosis of the 
udder, is solely marked by an increase in fibrous tissue 
and a diminution in the normal flaccidity of the udder 
tissue. The supramammary gland appears normal, and 
there is certainly no visible evidence in it of tubercle 
infection. The small mesenteric gland shows only a 
pin-point tubercular !esion. The oar land 
shows two tubercular lesions about a three-penny bit in 
size and one or two smaller points. In this case Mr. 
White, while suspicious, did not think the clinical 
evidence alone sufficient to warrant the slaughter of the 
cow, and he did not obtain any microscopic evidence to 
support the clinical evidence, and so he necessarily had 
to fall back upon the guinea-pig inoculation, which was, 
as usual, conducted for us at the University. This has 
the advantage that when a positive result is obtained by 
a competent worker it can be relied upon absolutely. 
Had a less careful and thorough post-mortem been 
made the examiners might have maintained that there 
were no evident tubercular lesions present in this cow. 
Itis a me illustration of the thoroughness and care 
that is frequently necessary in making a post-mortem 
examination.” 

H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., Hon. 3ec. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing donations for 1916 to the College funds :— 
Major-Gen. F. Smith, a.v.s. £1 1°00 
Mr. E. A. West, London ’ 110 
Mr. E. Measures, East Rudham, King’s Lynn 1 1 0 
Mr. F. G. St. Ives, Hunts 
Capt. H. G. Bowes,,4.v.c. 110 
Mr. A. 8S. Adams, Dursley, Glos. 220 
Lieut. E. B. Reynolds, a.v.c. 

Amount previously acknowledged 3918 O 
£48 6 0 
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if not entirely lost; and the examinations will be less 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE efficient tests of the fitness of the students to enter the 
profession, or perhaps it would be better to say, will be 


a4 War Orrice, Lonpon, 8.W. | more open to adverse criticism as being less equitable to the 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Mar. 9. 
Reeutar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


by Lieut. R. Colthurst relinquishes his commission 
(March 4). 
To be = Lieuts. :—S. L. Wall (Feb. 28); H. V. Fenn 


(Feb. 29 
Mar. 13. 


Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts. :—H. A. Trudel, H. 
Chagnon, J. W. Bennett, W. B. Howe (Mar. 1). 
To be temp. Lieut. :--G. Currey (Mar. 1). 
14 


ar. 14, 

Capts. to be temp. Majors whilst holding appmnt. of 

ssst. Director of Vet. Services of a Div. :—R. W. 
Mellard (Nov. 28); H. C. Stewart (Jan. 24). 

Capts. to be temp. Majors:—G. W .Godwin, whilst com- 
manding a Vet. Hosp. (Nov. 1); W. I. Macaulay, 
whilst Asst. Dir. of Vet. Services of a Div. (Feb. 1). 

Temp. Lieut. to be temp. Capt. :—F. L. Clunes (Mar. 2). 

Temp. Lieut. H. Walpole relinquishes his commn. on 
termination of his engagement (Feb. 22). ~ 

To be temp. Lieut. :—J. R. Rigby (Mar. 2). 


ar. 15. 

Temp. Lieut. to be temp. Capt. :—H. W. Percy (Feb. 15), 

Mar. 11. 
SpectaL RESERVE oF OFFICERS. 

Lieuts. (on prob.) confirmed in rank :—C. P. Fisher, G. 
Lloyd, C. R. he, F. J. Shearman, E. J. Mulligan, 
R. H. Stalker. 

TERRITORIAL Force. VETERINARY Corps. 
Mar. 9. 

t. ). Hamilton relinquishes his commn. on account 
of ill-health ; Capt. J.C. Coleman resigns commission 
(March 10). 

Mar. 13. 
Capt. A. Spreull to be Asst. Director of Vet. Services 
and granted temp. rank of Major whilst holding the 

appointment (Jan. 5). 


Wounded in the Balkans :—Pte. T. J. Thomas, 10012. 


THE COUNCIL R.C.V.8. AND VOLUNTARY 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Sir,—At the last meeting of Council, Mr. Mulvey 
discharged an obvious duty in pointing out te the profession 
the serious condition of the College financially, and he gave 
the Council a splendid lead by putting before them the 
necessity for asking for voluntary subscriptions to the 
funds of the College. A lead they would have been well 
advised to follow. 

Everyone who has read the periodical statements of the 
treasurer must be convinced that financially the College 
is in @ very precarious condition ; that it cannot continue to 
follow its present course without coming to disaster. 

To prevent this unthinkable termination, the Council can 
follow either of two courses: They can economise or 
restrict expenditure ; or they can endeavour to bring about 
an increase of income. 

To practise economy is only warranted where there has 
been previously extravagance, or at least unnecessary 
expenditure, so that the economy will not interfere with 
either power or efficiency. A majority of the Council 
appear to favour this course, and intend to cut down the 
expenses until they balance with the present income. 

ut in the producing of this result, two things will 


students, and especially se since teachers are absolutel 
prohibited by the Charters from having anything to do with 
the examinations. 

For the above reasons, I think the alternative course 
would be the better one to follow, viz., to endeavour to in- 
crease the present income. 

So far as one can see, the Bill, which would enable this 
to be done compulsorily is not likely to become law for 
some considerable time; nor is there any good likely to 


| result from expecting and waiting for a Government grant. 


But I think a request for subscriptions, issued by the 
Council, would produce a sufficient amount to enable the 
Council to maintain the College, in all its activities, at its 
present level of power and efficiency. 
I shall be disappointed if it is not proved by the response 
given to such an appeal that the majority of the members, 
when they receive a proper lead, have the welfare of the 
profession at heart. 
I believe the sum subscribed would enable Council to not 
only perform its wonted duties more efficiently, but would 
enable them to undertake new ones for the good of the 
profession. Therefore, I think the Council should hang 
back no longer, but at once issue an appeal to the members 
of the profession for subscriptions to the funds of the 
College. 
Should the Council see their way to do this, I for one 
will willingly subscribe the sum they fix on as necessary. 
I am, yours truly, 

P. Wuson 


Lanark, 14th March. 


Notice by R.C.V.S. to Motor Users. 


The attention of veterinary surgeons who use motors 
is directed to the following correspondence which 
has passed between the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and the Ministry of Munitions as to the 
supply of petrol. 

Vetnouny surgeons who use motors for professional 
purposes are requested to communicate, as soon as 
possible, with the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, stating their motor number, and 
also the amount ef petrol used during the year 1915. 


(Copy) 
YAL CoLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEON: 

10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 

March 9th, 1916. 

Sir,—I notice in the press a reference to the plan 
formulated by the Ministry of Munitions for the control 
of the supply of petrol, whereby permits for a maximum 
amount of. petrol will be issued to members of certain 
organisations. 

n behalf of the veterinary profession, I beg to 
that veterinary surgeons who use motor cars in 
course of their profession should be included in the 
proposed scheme. 

It will be within the knowledge of the Ministry of 
Munitions that under the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915, 
veterinary surgeons are granted the same concession 
with regard to the duty on petrol as is enjoyed by 
doctors.. The Chancellor of the Exchequer in accepting 
the amendment for this purpose, said (Purliamentary 
Debates, Vol. 74, No. 103, p. 1695) :—“The argument 
upon which the doctor was given the exemption was 
not that he ought to get his petrol cheaper, but that it 
would place him in a position to reach his patient more 
quickly. It was a social advantage in the relief of sick- 
ness and the saving of life that he should be induced to 
use a motor car rather than a horse and cart. That was 


happen: The power of the Council to watch over and 
maintain the interests of the profession will be weakened, 


the argument, and I think it is an ment which is 
good ee the veterinary surgeon as well” 
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The work of veterinary surgeons in combating animal 
diseases in inspection of cattle, and generally in carry- 
ing out the provisions of the Contagious Diseases of 
Animals Acts, the Public Health Acts, etc., is of great 
importance to the State, and as a veterinary surgeon’s 
practice generally covers a wide area, it has become 
more and more necessary that motor cars should be 
freely used. This is especially the case since the out- 
break of war, when so large a proportion of the qualified 
veterinary surgeons of the country are pect in war 
service. Those who are left to carry on the practice, 
have obviously even greater distances to cover, and the 
consumption of motor spirit by the individual veter- 
inary practitioner is consequently very much greater 
than in normal times. 

This College would be very pleased to appoint a 

ial committee te co-operate with the other organisa- 
tions, and to help in every way it can to obtain any 
statistics which may be necessary as to the use of 
trol by veterinary surgeons. I sincerely trust that 
the Ministry of Munitions will be willing to accept the 
co-operation of this College, so that veterinary surgeons 
who use motor cars in the course of their profession may 
not be placed at a disadvantage as compared with other 
businesses or professions. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

Frank W. Garnetr President. 

The Secretary, Ministry of Munitions, 

Northumberland Avenue, 8. W. 


Copy. 
(Copy-) Ministry oF MUNITIONS. 
Room 105, Armament Buildings, 
No. B.M. 2. Whitehall, S.W. 
March 14th, 1916. 
The Secretary of 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red i Square, W. C. 

Sir,—I have to acknowledge your letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Ministry of Munitions dated March 9th in 
reference to control of the supply of petrol. 

Ihave to inform you that the importance of safe- 
the requirements of the 

at no time been lost sight of, and will be carefully 
view in any that may be made. 

e assistance of your College will doubtless be wel- 
comed at a later s Meanwhile, I am to state that 
any information which you possess as to the number of 
cars at present in use by members of the Veterinary 
profession may be usefully sent to the Ministry. 

Believe me, yours faithfully, 
(Signed) M. S. Amos. 


Accident to a Motor at Maxwelltown— 
V.S. Appeal dismissed. 


Sheriff Principal Anderson has upheld Sheriff Napier’s 
decision in the action brought by John Baird, M.R.c.v.s., 
35 Castle Street, Dumfries, against Maxwelltown Town 
Ceuncil, the Post Office, and a‘ firm of contractors. 
Pursuer claimed from defenders joint and severally or 
severally the sum of £41 7s. 3d., with interest from the 
date of citation, with expenses, in respect of an accident 
which befel him while motoring along Galloway Street, 
Maxwelltown, on 23rd December, 1914. The Sheriff- 
Substitute dismissed the action and found the defenders 
entitled to expenses. Sheriff Anderson’s interlocutor 
and note were in the following terms :— 

Kirkcudbright, 15th February, 1916. The Sheriff 
having heard parties’ procurators and considered the 
cause, refuses the aapem affirms the interlocutor of the 
Sheriff-Substitute of 9th September, 1915, complained 


of, finds the pursuer jliable to the defenders in the ex- 
pone of the appeal and decerns, remits the cause to the 


heriff-Substitute. 
(Signed) Davip ANDERSON. 


Note.—The pursuer sues three parties conjunctly and 
severally or severally for damages for loss and injury 
sustained by him th h his motor car being driven 
into an excavation in oway Street, Maxwelltown, 
which had been opened for the purpose of laying tele- 

ph or telephone cables, and which is alleged not to 
fn been oy protected or lighted so as to warn 
the public of the danger. 
elegrap orks ; e Provost 
and Magistrates of the Burgh of Maxwelltown ; and 
(3) The Lord Advocate as acting on behalf of the Post 
ffice. All the defenders plead no jurisdiction, and the 
first question is whether that plea is well founded. 

By Section 6 of the Sheriff Courts (Scotland) 
Act, 1907, as amended by the Sheriff Courts Act of 1913, 
it is provided that any action competent in the Sheriff 
Court may be brought within the jurisdiction of the 
Sheriff where there are several defenders, over each of 
whom a Sheriff Court has jurisdiction, where one of 
them resides within the jurisdiction. The question is 
whether any one of the defenders does so reside. It is 
admitted that Messrs. Henley do not, and that the 
Lord Advocate does not. But it is maintained that the 
Provost and Magistrates of the burgh of Maxwelltown 
who are sued as the Road Authority of the burgh 
“reside” within the Sheriffdom. It appears to me that 
by no stretch of the ordinary use of language can it be 
said that the Corporation as the Road Authority resides 
anywhere. Residence is the personal attribute of an 
individual, and although by the interpretation clause of 
the Act, “defender” includes “ person,” and “ person ” 
includes “company or corporation,” it does not follow 
that all these words have the same connotation. Indeed 
the Act carefully distinguishes between, and treats as 
separate things the residence of an individual and the 
place of business or office of a corporation. Rule II of 
the schedule in dealing with citation prescribes that 
the proper method of citing a corporation is at its 
of business or the office of its clerk or secretary. If the 
Act had meant to alter the ordi use of language by 
providing that a corporation could have a residence 
within the meaning of the Act, I think it would have 
said so. But it has not, and I am therefore of opinion 
that the argument that one of the parties to this action 
resides within the Sheriffdom fails, and the plea of no 
jurisdiction falls to be sustained. 

That is sufficient for the decision of the case, but I 
agree with the Sheriff-Substitute that the case of 
Somerville v. Lord Advocate, 20 R. 1050, is an authority 
for the Sengeetiee that the prerogative of the Crown 
exempts it from being sued in any court, to which it has 
not voluntarily submitted itself, but that in practice 
while the Crown consents to be sued in the Supreme 
Court, there is no jurisdiction against it in any inferior 
court. This action would therefore also fail in res 
that Section 6 of the said Act requires, that even where 
one of the defenders resides in the Sheriffdom, each of 
the defenders must be parties over whom a Sheriff 
Court has jurisdiction, and that is not the case here. 

I should also have considered, if necessary, that the 
case was not relevantly stated, in respect that, all that 
is said is that the excavation was not protected or 
lighted, without averring whese duty it was to do 
80, and how the duty which was neglected became 
incumbent upon each of the defenders or upon the one 
of them who was in breach.—Dum/fries and Galloway 


[This case has been referred to previo in our 


pages : pp. 135, 179— Sept. 18 and Ost. 16, ord 
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THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 18, 1916 


The National Farmers’ Union and Foot- 
and-Mouth Disease in Somerset. 


At the annual oy meeting of the National 
Farmers’ Union held at the Hotel Cecil, London, 
Mr. Colin ve presiding, Mr. W. H. Pain brought 
to the notice of the Union the question of an outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease in Somerset. 

On October 30th, 1915, an outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease at Rowley Farm, Butleigh, near Glaston- 
bury, was brought to the attention of the farmer, 
Mr. Robert Knight. The case was diagnosed as foot- 
and-mouth disease. On that the police placed the farm 
in quarantine. Mr. Knight communicated with the 
Board of Agriculture and on November 2 the depart- 
ment sent down two of its veterinary inspectors, 
Fellows of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
They said they were unable to certify either way, and 
the owner, being convinced himself that it was foot- 
and-mouth disease, offered to give them the cow to 
slaughter on the condition that if it was not foot-and- 
mouth disease they would give him the skin with the 
animal. They refused the offer. One of the Board of 

iculture’s inspectors came again on November 6 and 
said in his opinion it was not foot-and-mouth disease. 
The owner was told he could do what he liked with the 


animal. 
On the 8th he sold her and she was slaughtered on 
the premises, the entrails of the animal being{thrown 


out and devoured by pigs. Half the carcase was sent to 
London and people ate it, the other half was condemned 
at Glastonbury. Two ee later twenty of the pigs 
— unmistakable foot-and-mouth disease, and 
there followed within the next fortnight fourteen out- 
breaks round about there, and it cost the Government 
£27,000 for animals which they killed, and the farmers 
lost a similar amount in milking. This was followed by 
other outbreaks throughout the country, and they 
could be traced to this original case. 

They had asked the Board of Agriculture for a public 
inquiry into the affair, but they had not received a 
favourable reply. It was an important matter, and it 
brought into strong relief that the time had come when 
the Board of Agriculture should be a board of agri- 
culturists, and not politicians. He proposed a resolu- 
tion to the effect that the National Farmers’ Union 
should now press for an inquiry. 

Mr. Stratton seconded, and said it looked as if the 
whole thing had been grossly mismanaged by the 
Department. 

Mr. Preece said there was no doubt that an unfor- 
tunate outbreak in the Midlands could be traced to the 
original outbreak in Somerset. It was almost incon- 
ceivable that two Fellows of the Royal College of Veter- 
wan! Surgeons could have made such a mistake, and it 
would only be fair to them and their profession that the 
inquiry should be held. 

he resolution was carried unanimously.— Mark Lane 
Express, Supplement. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 


1914, SUMMARY OF KETURNS. 


Foot- 
Parasitic ‘ 
Anthrax = Glanders.t Mange. t Swine Fever. 
: Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- ; | Sheep 
Period. breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals.) | AP! | Scab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
reais mals. 7 breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. i 
Week ended March 11 9 | 14 1 1, 62] 186 5} 102 338 
‘ 1915 12 | 12 t t 9 59 286 
1914 is | 18 2| 5] 52] 104] 3] 59 | 495 
1913 20 | 20 8] 58! 117 5 37 587 
Total for 11 weeks, 1916 142 | 160 1 | 24 15} 46] 912| 2276] 141] 9893 2768 
1915 184 | 204 7/ lit t 123] 805 | 3399 
| 1914 205 | 2293 | 9 | 65 64] 853| 1623] 122] 609 | 5516 
period 1913 147 | 161 385 | 108] 875 | 1884} 97] 374 | 4391 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 14, 1916 


+t Counties affected, animals attacked :—Stafford 1. 


Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended March 11 | ... ° eve 7 5 60 
1915... ese eee wee 6 33 

Corresponding Week in ; 1914 ... | ... one 8 95 1 11 2 16 
1913 ... eee ese eee 2 4 1 4 

Total for 11 weeks, 1916 ose 1 5 - ° 18 161 49 201 
1915 ... see oes 10 152 53 295 

Correspending period in ; 1914 ... 36 | 516 ove 26 239 46 284 
1913... dee sini 68 188 87 188 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instructicn for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 13, 1916. 


Nerz.—The figures fer the Current Year sre approximate only. 


* As direared or Expored to Infection 


| 
1 
\ 
> 


